Words from Fabio

Ash Wednesday Experience. At the end of the liturgical celebrations last Wednesday, | went
to several local restaurants to impose the holy ashes to some that could not make it to the
scheduled Masses. | came across various reactions. One person’s response was, “Father,
thank you for coming”; another, “I thought you would run out of ashes before you could get
to me”; while another seemed too busy with tasks at work and received the ashes
hurriedly. One customer was curious and asked what | was doing, so | told them about Ash
Wednesday and the teaching behind it, and they responded with astonishment. Another
customer approached me with love and respect and asked to receive the ashes. On my way
home, | reflected on the various attitudes toward Ash Wednesday. We should not be
ashamed to wear our ashes and be proud to defend the teachings of being Catholic.
Evangelization is our opportunity to process our faith and bring Jesus to the forefront of our
community. This Lent, let us proudly evangelize and keep Ash Wednesday close to our
hearts.

It happened to me last Sunday. Many of you might have noticed that most children of the
catechism come to me after Mass with a card for me to sign, this is their Mass attendance
card. Before | sign it | always tell them that they must give me $100 for each signature. In
reply they usually tell me that they don't have money, so | ask them to pay me with prayers.
Last week a boy surprised me when | asked him for the $100 and he answered me, “l don't
have $100, | only have $20”. This was the first time this has happened so | then said to him,
“Son, you know | can't charge for signing the card”. The boy then replied,” Father, | want to
give the money to the Church”. | asked him, “Are you sure”? And he said, “Yes father”. We
then went to the sacristy, we put the money in an envelope and then he put it in the safe. At
the end | told him a Colombian phrase, "God will pay you back". |then told him, “Son, you
owe me $80 in prayers”. The child then looked at me, he smiled and left saying ok father. |
want to say thank you to the parents who share faith with their children and teach them to
have a sense of belonging to the church and the parish. Thank you for teaching them to pray
for the church and especially for prayers for the priests.

Reflection: Garden and desert reflection This weekend's liturgy led us to a garden and a
desert. The garden of creation with Adam and Eve, and the desert of temptations with Jesus
the Son of God who is put to the test. The disobedience of Adam and Eve transform that
garden into a desert; while the obedience of Jesus will transform it again into a garden.

Question: do our actions transform our life into a desert or a garden? And what are those
temptations that separate me the most from God?



Palabras de Fabio

Experiencia del Miércoles de Ceniza

Al terminar las celebraciones liturgicas en la parroquia; me di a la tarea de ir a algunos
de los restaurantes de la zona para imponer la Santa Ceniza y me topé con algunas
curiosidades tales como: al llegar a un restaurante una persona me dijo: padre pensé que
se le habia olvidado, pero gracias por haber venido, otro me dijo, crei que me quedaria
sin la Ceniza. Mientras imponia la Santa Ceniza, veia que algunos se apuraban en sus
tareas para acercarse a recibirla, otros asumian una posicién corporal, como queriendo
decir; a mi no me pregunte, y otros (los clientes) mostraban una cara de asombro, como
si se estuviera haciendo algo indebido. En otro restaurante, alguien pregunto y eso que
es, para que sirve y después de darle una pequefia explicacion dijo: ah si es asi, yo si me
la pongo, otros se acercaban con respeto, amor y fe para recibir la Santa Ceniza. De
regreso a casa, me preguntaba: porqué en algunos pareciera que les da pena o
verglienza que les vean la cruz en la frente o que los demas se den cuenta que son
catodlicos. Qué le van a responder a Jesus el dia que les pregunte algo como: te
avergonzaste alguna vez de mi?

Me pasoé el domingo pasado.

Muchos de ustedes, al terminar la Santa Misa, se han dado cuenta que muchos nifios
del catecismo, se acercan con una tarjeta para que la firme; esto para indicar su
asistencia a la Misa. Antes de firmar siempre les digo que me deben dar $100 por cada
firma, ellos siempre me dicen que no tienen dinero, entonces les pido que me paguen
con oraciones. La semana pasada, un nifio me sorprendio, cuando le pedi los $100 y me
respondid: no tengo los $100, sélo $20; entonces le dije: hijo tu sabes que no puedo
cobrar por firmar la tarjeta y el nifio me decia, padre yo los quiero dar a la Iglesia, estas
seguro? Y me dijo si padre, entonces fuimos a la sacristia, pusimos el dinero en un sobre
y después él lo puso en la caja fuerte, al final le dije una frase colombiana: “que Dios le
pague”, y luego le dije: hijo me debes $S80 en oraciones, me mird, se sonrid y se fue
diciendo ok padre. Gracias a los papas que comparten la fe con sus hijos y les ensefian a
tener sentido de pertenencia con las cosas de la casa y de la parroquia, gracias por
ensefarles a orar por la iglesia y muy especialmente por los sacerdotes.

Reflexion jardin y desierto

La liturgia de este fin de semana nos conduce a un jardin y a un desierto. El jardin de la
creacion con Adan y Eva, y el desierto de las tentaciones con Jesus el Hijo de Dios quien
es puesto a prueba. La desobediencia de Adan y Eva transforman aquel jardin en un
desierto; mientras que la obediencia de Jesus lo volvera a transformar en un jardin.
Pregunta: nuestras acciones transforman nuestra vida en desierto o en un jardin? Y
cuales son esas tentaciones que mas me separan de Dios?



A Message from the Outreach Ministry
Why are Brown Bags handed out on certain weekends?

The Outreach ministry sponsors the “Brown Bag Weekend” the first full weekend of each
month, which will occur next weekend March 4-5. It is a way to help those in our parish
community struggling to put food on the table. Parishioners that are willing and able are
encouraged to take a brown bag and purchase the food items noted.

Donated food items should be placed in the brown bags and dropped off in the collection
bins in the narthex the following weekend (March 11-12). The bins are used to prevent un-
wanted creatures from helping themselves to the food. Those donating are encouraged to
leave the bags only when the bins are out.

The Outreach ministry thanks those that are able to help nourish our parish community.
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Un Mensaje del Ministerio de Alcance
éPor qué se entregan bolsas marrones ciertos fines de semana?

El ministerio de Alcance patrocina el "Fin de semana de la bolsa marrdn" el primer fin de
semana completo de cada mes, que ocurrira el préximo fin de semana del 4 al 5 de
marzo. Es una manera de ayudar a aquellos en nuestra comunidad parroquial que luchan
por poner comida en la mesa. Se alienta a los feligreses que estén dispuestos y sean
capaces a tomar una bolsa marréon y comprar los alimentos anotados.

Los alimentos donados deben colocarse en las bolsas marrones y dejarse en los
contenedores de recoleccion en el nartex el fin de semana siguiente (11-12 de marzo). Los
contenedores se utilizan para evitar que las criaturas no deseadas se ayuden a si mismas
con la comida. Se alienta a los donantes a dejar las bolsas solo cuando los contenedores
estén fuera.

El ministerio de Alcance agradece a aquellos que pueden ayudar a nutrir a nuestra
comunidad parroquial.



Lenten Fish Fry

The Knights of Columbus, Spanish Ministry and Women’s Guild are hosting
our Lenten Fish Fry again this year. Dinner will be Friday’s during Lent,
beginning February 24 thru March 31st immediately after Stations of the
Cross at appromiately 6:45pm.

New this year will be 2 levels of dinners to choose from: Tilapia ($10 per
person) or Cod ($14 per person). Kids under 5 eat free; ages 6-10 years
are $5. All dinners include fish, soups, vegetables and potatoes, desserts
and beverages.
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Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross will be Bilingual @ 6pm held on the following Fridays.
March 3rd, March 20th, March 17th, March 24th and March 31st.
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March 30th -
Penance Service 7pm

April 1st/2nd Palm Sunday-

As in previous years, if the weather is good, the service will begin outdoors near the
fountain but if the weather is bad then service will begin in the narthex.

April 6th - Holy Thursday
Healing Mass 10am in English
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7pm Bilingual

April 7th Good Friday

Stations of the Cross 12 pm led in Engliish
Viacrucis Espanol 2pm
The Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 6:30pm

April 8th Easter Virqil
At Sunset - time to be determined




